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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to synthesize lessons learned from the implementation
of mechanisms under the Communicable Diseases Act B.E. b&é&s (boed), using Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) as a case study. The study sample consisted of eel participants,
including: (@) eight individuals at the national policy level, namely members of the National
Communicable Disease Committee, the Academic Committee, and other relevant
stakeholders; and (o) nine individuals at the provincial level, including members of Provincial
Communicable Disease Committees, operational teams at points of entry, communicable
disease control officers stationed at border checkpoints, and Incident Commanders of
government-designated quarantine facilities.

Data were collected between December bolbo and February bobe in Bangkok and
Samut Prakan Province. The findings identified key lessons reflecting the success factors in
disease prevention and control during the first wave of the COVID-19 outbreak in Thailand,
including: (@) the readiness of Thailand’s public health system and medical service system;
(o) national leadership and management, particularly the timely enforcement of the
Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency Situations B.E. b&es (woo&); and
(en) social processes, including public attention to COVID-19 information, constructive social
behaviors, and social criticism of noncompliance with preventive measures. These factors
contributed to the rapid public response to government measures.

The study also found that reliance on the Communicable Diseases Act B.E. b&é&w
(woae) or any single existing law alone was insufficient to effectively prevent and control the
disease. The national leadership’s timely decision to enforce the Emergency Decree on Public
Administration in Emergency Situations B.E. b&ew (woo&) therefore served as a critical
“leverage point,” enabling integrated collaboration among relevant agencies. This integration
resulted in a rapid and effective disease prevention and control response in Thailand, gaining

recognition at the international level.

Keywords: Communicable Diseases Act B.E. b¢éw (ooed); Coronavirus Disease 2019; COVID-19
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